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The reviewer has left to the end the paper entitled “The Problems 
of Neuro-biology,” which appears as the first one in the book. This was 
done for the reason that it is the latest one chronologically. It gives a 
critical review of our present knowledge of neuro-biology and indicates 
the lines along which further knowledge should be gained. From a man 
who has enriched this field as much as he by original research and 
critical discussion of the work of others, such a review must be welcomed 
as very valuable and suggestive. Very modestly he expresses himself on 
this point in the introduction of the book, as follows : “I have never¬ 
theless always followed the further development of brain morphology with 
interest and endeavored to further its connection with the other branches 
of brain science and with neuro-biology in general. May I, therefore, not 
be accused of presumption if I precede these old contributions by a brief 
study on “The problems of neuro-biology.” 

The publisher, M. Reinhardt, Muenchen, is to be congratulated and 
commended for the manner in which the book is gotten up, and par¬ 
ticularly for the fine reproduction of the numerous illustrations, for which 
the original drawings were almost all made by Forel himself. 

B. Onuf (Onufrowicz). 

Organic and Functional'Nervous Diseases. By M. Allen Starr. Second 
Edition, pp. 816. Lea Brothers & Co., New York and Phila¬ 
delphia. 1907. 

This is the second and revised edition of Dr. Starr’s book and con¬ 
tains in addition a section devoted to functional nervous diseases. It has 
been so well received that it has been found necessary to put forth a 
second edition within a year, and it is so far the most complete book on 
nervous diseases attempted by a single American author containing a 
treatise on all organic and functional nervous diseases. Its distinguishing 
feature is that it is a presentation of the personal experience of over 
twenty-five years of neurological practice. 

Not much space is given to the anatomy of the nervous system, and 
the author does not enter into discussion of the various neurone theories. 
Eight chapters, this including 122 pages, are devoted to a consideration of 
the nerves and their diseases, their injuries, neuralgia and multiple neuritis. 
Without question this discussion is about as complete and well written as 
is to be found in any book upon nervous diseases. Dr. Starr s experience 
in the treatment of neuralgia of the fifth nerve. is interesting. . He states 
that aconitine is the best remedy, and he gives it in pill form in doses, of 
1-500 of a grain until constitutional effects are obtained. In the discussion 
of the symptoms of sciatica he fails to mention the usual absence of the 
Achilles jerk, and in speaking of the symptoms produced by carbon 
bisulphite poisoning the author states that he has not found any published 
cases in this country, evidently not being acquainted with the cases pub¬ 
lished by Jump and Cruice, and he also does not mention the hysterical 
symptoms so common in this disease. He justly says that multiple neuritis 
is probably not caused by syphilis. 

The diagnosis and localization of spinal cord diseases is next taken up 
and well discussed, and the original diagrams used to illustrate the course 
of the motor and the various sensory tracts, are excellent and so far the 
best that have appeared in any book. He rightly speaks of chronic anterior 
poliomyelitis and progressive muscular atrophy as identical diseases, al¬ 
though in the discussion of the symptoms he mentions three types: That 
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beginning in the muscles of the peroneal group; second, in those of the 
back and trunk; and third, the usual type beginning in the muscles of the 
hand. His description and classification of the muscular dystrophies is 
that usually adopted. When speaking of the pathology of tabes dorsalis, 
Dr. Starr accepts without reservation that the primary lesion lies in the 
posterior spinal ganglia and in the ganglia of the cranial nerves. With 
this opinion most neurologists will disagree, for there is more evidence to 
show that the disease starts in the posterior roots and that the degenera¬ 
tion of the ganglia is secondary. He believes that while syphilis is a pre¬ 
disposing' cause of tabes, we cannot consider it a syphilitic infection, and 
he adopts the most reasonable hypothesis that syphilis leaves a toxin in 
the system which weakens the sensory elements of the nervous system. 

The author next takes up the diagnosis and localization of brain 
diseases. His well known and long experience in this particular depart¬ 
ment of neurology renders his opinions on these matters authoritative. He 
inclines to the old and classical views of aphasia, the early publication of 
this book probably hindering him from entering into the more recent dis¬ 
cussion of this subject which was excited by Marie and Dejerine. He 
accepts the view that lesions of the angular gyrus cause word blindness, 
although in the next page he gives illustrations of lesions causing this 
symptom, several of which show involvement of the occipital lobe and no 
disease whatsoever of the angular gyrus. He ascribes the hemichorea and 
hemiathetosis which occasionally remain after lesions of the thalamus as 
symptoms of irritation of the motor and sensory tracts passing near it, but 
fails to specify the more recent views that these movements are probably 
the result of lesions of the superior cerebellar peduncle. When discussing 
the symptoms of lesions in the pons he does not mention paralysis of the 
associated ocular movements, and he does not devote enough space to the 
symptoms of cerebellar lesions. Omissions, however, are only exceptional, 
for the general description of the diagnosis and location of brain diseases 
is excellent. His discussion of apoplexy is very g'ood. He next takes up 
tumors of the brain, and the part of the book devoted to this is without 
question very complete with the exception that he does not devote as much 
space to the discussion of cerebellar tumors as would seem to be necessary. 
His advice as to the treatment of tumors of the brain is sound. 

He next takes up bulbar palsy, but he does not lay any special stress 
upon the diagnosis between this disease and pseudobulbar paralysis. The 
discussion of the cranial nerves and their diseases is complete. 

The second part of the book is devoted to functional diseases, and in¬ 
cluded in this are chorea, tics, myoclonus, myotonias, epilepsy, paralysis 
agitans, neurasthenia, hysteria and migraine. Considering Dr. Starr’s 
well known views that epilepsy is an organic disease, it is rather sur¬ 
prising to find it among the functional diseases. The discussion of neuras¬ 
thenia and hysteria are very brief and not in proportion to the rest of the 
book. What there is of this, however, is very good. 

The book as a whole is an excellent presentation of the clinical phe¬ 
nomena found in organic nervous diseases. The author’s opinions are 
presented in a clear, forcible and logical manner, and little doubt is left 
in the reader’s mind as to what is the author’s opinion on any subject. 
The book is well balanced and is a distinctly valuable contribution to 
neurological literature. T. H. Weisenburg. 



